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LOCAL PLAN MEMBER WORKING GROUP 

 

 
Monday, 2nd July, 2018 

 
Present:  Councillor Loraine Cox (in the Chair), Councillors Judith Addison and 

Stewart Eaves 
 

Apologies Melissa Fisher, Eamonn Higgins, Kath Pratt and Paddy Short 

  

 
8 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Fisher, Higgins, Pratt and 
Short. 
 

9 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no interests declared at the meeting. 
 

10 Minutes of the Last Meeting Held on 15th January 2018 
 
The Minutes of the last meeting of the Local Plan Working Group held on 15th January 2018 
were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
Agreed - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record. 
 

11 Update on the Core Strategy Review and Site Allocations DPD Public Consultation 
(Feb-Apr 2018) 
 
A presentation was provided to update Members on the Core Strategy Review and Site 
Allocations DPD Public Consultation (Feb-Apr 2018).   
 
The Leader of the Council informed the meeting that the public had been consulted on the 
document between February and April using three consultation papers and providing drop-
in sessions.  There had been 23 responses to the consultations. 
 
The Principal Planning Officer presented details of the Core Strategy Review and Site 
Allocations DPD Public Consultation.   
 
Members referred to a number of issues of concern including: 

 The use of greenbelt land for development  

 The lack of affordable new properties 

 A lack of housing type – particularly a lack of housing type for the elderly, disabled 
and care facilities. 

 
The Chief Planning and Transportation Officer acknowledged the concerns pointed out 
above and indicated that these issues would be taken into consideration.  He particularly 
acknowledged the need to address the changing needs of the elderly and the role that 
development could play in this. 
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
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12 Local Plan Next Steps 

 
The Principal Planning Officer gave a presentation on the work stages of the Hyndburn 
Local Plan Documents.  He reported that: 

 Stage 1 – preparation stage taking approximately two years  

 Stage 2 -  publication of the document and submission to the Government 

 Stage 3 – Independent Examination taking approximately one year 

 Stage 4 – Adoption of the document 
 
He reported that in early 2019 the document would show which sites were being 
considered.  He explained to the meeting that the Government would introduce new 
requirements in the forthcoming NPPF to review policies at least every 5 years.  Most 
current policies were 6 years old. 
 
The Chief Planning and Transportation Officer referred to the amount of work required and 
reminded Members that the Council had limited resources to carry out the work.  He 
reported that the Council were working with Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council on 
evidence base data such as housing and economic need to inform policies.  He warned that 
populations were decreasing and that future demographics were being given careful 
consideration.   
 
The Principal Planning Officer reported that there would be an open space audit and 
policies updated and that this would contribute towards the assessment of planning 
applications.  He also reported that they would be investigating the possibility of joining with 
Blackburn and Darwen Borough Council to carry out a Gypsy/Traveller assessment.  The 
Chief Planning and Transportation Officer pointed out that the current policy was out of date 
and that there was a higher population of gypsy/travellers which required consideration.   
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 
 

13 Huncoat Update 
 
The Senior Planning Officer updated Members on the Huncoat Housing Zone.  She 
reported that consideration had been given to the responses of a consultation held and that 
Arcadis Consultants had been appointed to produce a masterplan of the development.  She 
referred to the timescales involved in producing a masterplan and infrastructure strategy 
and that this should be deliverable and affordable.   
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 
 

14 NPPF Update 
 
The Principal Planning Officer informed Members of the importance of making a distinction 
between strategic and local policies and to considering the need to review policies every 5 
years following adoption.  He also referred to the importance of neighbouring authorities co-
operating on strategic matters and agreeing a way forward.   
 
The Principal Planning Officer reported on the draft revised National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) which also included changes to national planning guidance.  He gave 
details of the next steps in creating the NPPF and that the final document was anticipated 
around July 2018.   
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Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

15 Site Allocations DPD - Review of 'Call for Sites' Submitted to Date 
 
The Principal Planning Officer requested that Members reviewed the site maps presented 
at the meeting.  He pointed out that the sites shown on the maps were not Council policy at 
the present time but this stage represented an opportunity to identify additional sites to be 
included in the definitive list to undertake site assessments on later in 2018/early 2019.   
 
Councillor Addison requested and was given clarification that sites of unregistered land had 
been included in the Site Allocations DPD. 
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 

 
 


